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Ch11e-' P1nochet the" Next C1v111an Pre51dent?

. "ﬁ!“"l ; .

. A key element in Chllean pOllthS as that’ country

moves, toward C1v111an rule |is the“role President Pinochet : !
intends to play.:: i In-‘the face of persisting contrary ;
predictions: by . his numerous detractors and the consid- ,
erable efforts ‘of'his domestic and: 1nternatlona1 adver- |
saries, Pinochet has: 'ridden out a ' series of heavy polit- '
1ca1 storms without’ serlous damage to himself or to his A
regime. He has. presided, in addition, over a national ;
economic recovery and an improvement in human rlghts :
conditions and, ' 1in so d01ng, has established himself,
arguably, as:South America's foremost military politi-
cian.  Pinochet has not only shown himself skillful and
durable, but--desplte the discontent that long political
tenure usually brings--Gallup Polls and other 1ndlcators
suggest that he enjoys wide popularlty

T . '

As~endancy of the Civilian Team _y,; : ll

.Recent re orts’that P1nochet 1s g1v1ng the doml-
nant pollcymaklng voice to a set ofi advisers who favor
accelerating ithe return to civilian: government | have
prompted speculatlon about P1nochet's own views ion tran-
sition.: This .cohesive! group: includes top bu51nessmen,
Foreign: Minister; Cubzllos, polltlcal strateglsts, and
the well-known economic team consisting of sophlstlcated
administrators' and theoreticians who have shaped the -
government's ;successful free market: economic pollcy
Their influence hasextended not only to the nomination . °
of Cabinet apporntees but also to the handllnglof Chile's ,
relations with international; labor organlzatlons. As
their influence has|expanded, so has opposition |from

MemberSIOf the team asplre to do more than Igive
techn1ca1 adv1ce, the{ also have strong views about the
pace of return to civilian government. Their belief
that elections should be held in the early 1980s has
put them in conflict with many Chilean Army officers

!fffg and wlth Pxnochet's own prev1ously stated posltlon that

_.% ‘ %; §|
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L?Anot_gpvawayrfngustiaé the.Army officers see safety in: = 1

Il has:come :tobe

1!l and=-=without |giving|up:too n i
vg'allg;seeks‘to¢thidihead-on collisions.
,- i s . | ‘ ot I RN | B A R o
:?fﬁ{[.fThese’tacticbghave characterizedftheﬁChileén Gov-" o
| ernment's responses.to a sgrieslo;mrggentgchal;?nggs;;_ o

_elections should no

| The Chilean

| one that muét}héﬁresolVed.] The vigor, power, and arti- S

'delay;:the“econbmid;teém,1which_hhswa}vested interest: ;"
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t: take place until 1985. Their as-
cendancy, . their.strong political views, and their close-
ness to Pinochet; obviously invite the question jof whether

|

'Pinochet may now favor a quicker “retorno," a policy he

mai'find'fayorableitof,isAown pol?tical ambitiqqs;

I ,F . .iv‘.' 4 :.{ '
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. - For a‘nﬁmber,df;réaSons; many Chilean Army .officers
would like to see the longest possible delay in 'return-
ing power to civilians. They fear the potential disrup-
tion--terrorist, paramilitary, and political--of the -
groups and individuals; displaced by the coup of 1973
and the brutal repression that followed it should ci-
vilian government be restored too' early. They are par-
ticularly concerned that these groups and individuals

: | will seek violent revenge acainst! individual officers
| . |

and the military, in geperal.‘
- AT

‘Tactical ‘Pattern | | . . ||
B .- -'t' e | 1 ” . . ; : .
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. ) 'lict'between Army officers and the civil-. 5
ian team over theipace of return to civilian rule 1is |

t

culateness of /the|civilian iteam mean that the issue will
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in ‘a quicker|and more adroit handling of the.

in the preservation.of: the free market system, -sees safety
_pr’oblém.’lf-ii ‘In ithis they: are bdnsistént'ww -

. é/ia’ pattern of tactical response by the . -
Pinochet}go?ernmepﬁ&to%domestic-ahdpinternatzonal_oppo-._'
sition. . To;strongichallenges fromiits opponents, the:. .
‘regime answeréﬁbywofferingito negotiate or arbitrate,;:
imuch_in:the process--gener- - -
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717 =Z Inthe Beagle dispute, Chile's rhetoric softened

- 1/~ as|the Argentines became more bellicose. The
%, conflict:is now in Papal mediation with the
Chileans having retreated very little from

their original position.
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”*;ﬁ.-- In the dlspute wrth ORIT,.an 1nte1-Amer1can
' labor organlzat on, Chilean concessions averted
a boycott,'although major substantlve iissues
~are still to be negotlated , '5 _ =| :

::;i,l chat
g

In the UN human rlghts sphere, the Plnochet
regime has allowed a UN investigatory: commlttee
to! enter the country w1thout great polltlcal
loss.;q--s;,_ AR 'i

. I N : !

- In the Peruvian esplonage case, ‘the Chilean

- Government has studiously avoided retaliatory -

measures and heated lsnguage even after the

Chilean Ambassador in L1ma was declared persona

non grata..g ,_ 11

: _ L
i - In the Leteller case, the P1nochet reglme from
the start has labeled it a "3ud1c1a1 matter,
thus bypa551ng off1c1al polltlcal polemics.
Pl

{. h |
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Thls approach may emanate from ‘the c1v111an team,
but it is supported by Pinochet desplte his temperamental
1nc11nat10n to take verbal swipes at his enemles. This
responsiveness apparently is now belng proposedias a .
way to manage!the return to civilian government“ The
economic team probably: reasons that after five|years of
-m111tary rule,latent political forces within Chile can- -
| not remain unchanneled until 1985 ‘without:risking an -

: eup1051on.;'Moreover,[1f by pos1t10n1ng themselves skill=-
fully, regime jtacticians can win ithe first election, ..

i :'polltlcal power may.re51de with su orters of the present
bl reg:.me for a good manyl Years. ip S

.- _,~,'.’.. ':]"

ph ‘ 3
‘An° 1mportant factor 1n thls.thlnklng is the elec-

i i
[
: ‘,

‘ﬂ ;itxon of the) next ;President; ° The,new constitution prob-

ably will provide for a strong presxdent ‘elected for a.
term’ of sixjor: -eight. years.. The c1v111an team, understands
that Pinochet!'s popularity: will be an. 1mportant|resource
in any £uturewelect1on. Thus it would enhance! their .
own 1nterests to :suggest to him that he convertlhrs mass
support into! a :long=-term asset by runnlng for pre51dent
and the sooneﬁ Fhe hetter. fi: : : 1,
| ;1 v , . .
At present)’ ‘it is” doubtful that any oppositlon can-

d1date could,defeat Plnochet--especlally under electoral
I'!!'?" . | : L - !
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